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Minister Grew endeavored to carry out his instructions
from the Department of State, to insert a clause into one
of the Turko-American treaties so as to provide certain
safeguards for the minorities of Turkey, Ismet Pasha
made a most pointed remark, "Shall Turkey be the future
protector of minorities in the United States?"
Had the racial minorities not been placed in the posi-
tion whereby they served as a wedge for European po-
litical intrigue in Turkey, their lot would probably have
been less unhappy. The Turks hated the thought of the
creation of new, independent states within their frontiers
almost as much as they feared an imperialistic Tsarist
Eussia. Contrast the status of the local Jews with that
of the Armenians and Greeks; in the case of the former,
there has been no strong, internal movement for political
independence, with the result that they have enjoyed a
position which compares most favorably with their racial
brothers in most countries of Continental Europe. Those
statements, virtual promises, emanating from foreign
countries during the last century, whether from France,
Great Britain, Italy, Tsarist Russia or the United States
of America, which aroused unfulfilled hopes among the
minorities, must not be overlooked by the fair-minded
student as he reads the wholly legitimate propaganda in
the three separate articles.
The population question in 1922-1923 took on a sensa-
tional turn when Dr. Nansen, charged by the Assembly
of the League of Nations to investigate the Near Eastern
refugee question, advised the exchange of Greeks in Tur-
key for the Turks in Greece. This sweeping plan was
approved by the Allied representatives at Lausanne in
December, 1922. (The Nansen statement together with
discussion appears in Turkey No. 1 (1923), cmd. 1814,
pages 113-124.) The Angora delegates were only too
willing to accede to this " solution" which would have
shocked the whole world had the immediate initiative

